This report describes the echocardiographic features seen in a case of bacterial endocarditis in which the aortic valve leaflets had been partially destroyed. The echocardiogram demonstrated unusual, disorganized echo patterns in the outflow tract of the left ventricle near the anterior leaflet of the mitral valve in diastole. These were shown to be continuous with similar disorganized echo patterns demonstrated in the aortic root in diastole. These echocardiographic abnormalities were no longer present after aortic valve replacement.
140/60/0, pulse 140/min, respirations 50/min and oral temperature 101°F. The peripheral pulses were bounding and collapsed rapidly. The precordium was active, the first heart sound was decreased in intensity and a very loud middiastolic murmur was present near the apex. Bibasilar rales were heard in the lungs. There was no splenomegaly and no other peripheral stigmata of endocarditis except for a small hemorrhage in the left optic fundus. The chest film showed mild cardiomegaly and early pulmonary edema. Left ventricular hypertrophy was present on the electrocardiogram. The initial hematocrit was 24% and the white blood cell count was 21,800/mm3. 
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Echocardiography manifestations of flail aortic valve leaflets in bacterial endocarditis.
